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Exploring the Ancient Path in the Buddha’s Own Words 
 

Lesson 3.3.12 
Piyatarasuttaṃ 

Who is Dearer than Oneself? 
 
 
  

 
Piyatarasuttaṃ 

 
Who is Dearer than Oneself? 

Evaṃ me sutaṃ. 
 

Thus has been heard by me. 

Ekaṃ samayaṃ bhagavā sāvatthiyaṃ viharati 
jetavane anāthapiṇḍikassa ārāme. 
 

At one time the Bhagavā was dwelling at 
Sāvatthi in pleasure park of Anāthapiṇḍika in 
Jeta’s grove. 

Tena kho pana samayena rājā pasenadi kosalo 
mallikāya deviyā saddhiṃ uparipāsādavaragato 
hoti. 
 

At that time the King Pasenadi from Kosala and 
his Queen Mallika had gone together to the top 
of the royal palace. 

Atha kho rājā pasenadi kosalo mallikaṃ deviṃ 
etadavoca: 
 

At that time the Kosala King Pasenadi asked his 
Queen Mallika thus: 

“Atthi nu kho te, mallike, kocañño attanā 
piyataro”ti? 
 

“Queen Mallika is there anyone else dearer to 
you than yourself?” 

“Natthi kho me, mahārāja, kocañño attanā 
piyataro”. 

“There is indeed no one dearer to me, great 
King, than myself.” 
 

Tuyhaṃ pana, mahārāja, atthañño koci attanā 
piyataro”ti? 
 

“And to you, great King is there anyone dearer 
to you than yourself?” 

“Mayhampi kho, mallike, natthañño koci attanā 
piyataro”ti. 
 

“Neither to me Mallika, is there anyone else 
dearer to me than myself.” 

Atha kho rājā pasenadi kosalo pāsādā orohitvā 
yena bhagavā tenupasaṅkami. 
 

Then the King Pasenadi of Kosala descended 
from his the palace and approached the Bhagavā. 

Upasaṅkamitvā bhagavantaṃ abhivādetvā 
ekamantaṃ nisīdi. 

Having approached the Bhagavā he respectfully 
greeted him, prostrated himself and sat down on 
one side. 
 

Ekamantaṃ nisinno kho rājā pasenadi kosalo Having sat down on one side the King Pasenadi 
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bhagavantaṃ etadavoca: 
 

addressed the Bhagavā thus: 

“Idhāhaṃ, bhante, mallikāya deviyā saddhiṃ 
uparipāsādavaragato mallikaṃ deviṃ 
etadavocaṃ: 

“Just today, Bhante having gone to the top of the 
royal palace together with Queen Mallika I 
spoke to the Queen thus: 
 

‘atthi nu kho te, mallike, kocañño attanā 
piyataro’ti? 

‘Queen Mallika is there anyone else dearer to 
you than yourself?’ 
 

Evaṃ vutte, mallikā devī maṃ etadavoca: 
 

Having said thus, the Queen Mallika replied to 
me: 

‘natthi kho me, mahārāja, kocañño attanā 
piyataro. 

‘There is indeed no one to me dearer great King, 
than myself. 
 

Tuyhaṃ pana, mahārāja, atthañño koci attanā 
piyataro’ti? 
 

And great King, is there anyone dearer to you 
than yourself?’ 

Evaṃ vutte, ahaṃ, bhante, mallikaṃ deviṃ 
etadavocaṃ: 
 

Having said this, I replied to Queen Mallika: 

‘mayhampi kho, mallike, natthañño koci attanā 
piyataro’”ti. 
 

‘Neither to me Mallika, is there anyone else 
dearer to me than myself.’” 

Atha kho bhagavā etamatthaṃ viditvā tāyaṃ 
velāyaṃ imaṃ udānaṃ udānesi: 
 

Having realized the significance of this meaning 
the Bhagavā uttered at that occasion the 
following exclamation: 
 

“Sabbā disā anuparigamma cetasā,  
nevajjhagā piyataramattanā kvaci. 
 

“Having explored all directions with the mind 
One would not find anywhere, anyone dearer 
than oneself. 
 

Evaṃ piyo puthu attā paresaṃ, 
Tasmā na hiṃse paramattakāmo”ti. 

In the same way this Oneself is dearer to anyone 
else too 
Therefore do not harm anyone because likewise 
they are dear to themselves.” 
 

 
 
 


