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Exploring the Ancient Path in the Buddha’s Own Words

Lesson 3.7.0
Silalakkhanapaiho
Proceeding Further on the Path -
the Wholesome Base of Sila is only a Precondition!
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Silalakkhanapafiho

Proceeding Further on the Path - the
Wholesome Base of Sila is only a Precondition!

Raja aha ‘‘bhante nagasena, yam panetam brisi
‘afifichi ca kusalehi dhammeht’ti, katame te
kusala dhamma’’ti?

““Silam, maharaja, saddha viriyam sati samadhi,
ime te kusala dhamma’’ti.

“‘Kimlakkhanam, bhante, silan’’ti?

The King said: “Bhante Nagasena, further you say
‘those other wholesome qualities’ — what are those
wholesome qualities you mention?”

“These wholesome qualities, O King, are sila, faith,
effort, awareness and concentration.”

“And what, Bhante Nagasena, is the particular
characteristic of sila?”

“‘Patitthanalakkhanam, maharaja,
sabbesam kusalanam dhammanam,

silam

indriya-bala-bojjhanga-magganga-satipatthana-
sammappadhana-iddhipada-jhana-vimokkha-
samadhi-samapattinam silam patittham,

“Sila, great King, has the particular characteristic to
be the foundation of establishing all other
wholesome qualities:

Mastery over the sense-faculties; the factors of
enlightenment; the constituents of the path; the
establishment of awareness; the right endeavours,
the psychic powers; states of absorption;
deliverance; concentration and final attainment.

All these are based on sila.

sile patitthito kho, maharaja, yogavacaro silam
nissaya sile patitthaya

paficindriyani bhaveti saddhindriyam
viriyindriyam  satindriyam  samadhindriyam
pafifindriyanti, sabbe kusala dhamma na

parihayant1’’ti.

A spiritual practitioner, O King, on the base of sila,
established in sila and well founded in sila develops
the five mental strengths: the strength of faith, the
strength of effort, the strength of awareness, the
strength of concentration and the strength of
wisdom, to him all these wholesome qualities will
not decrease!”

“‘Opammam karohi”’ti.

‘“Yatha, maharaja, ye keci bijagamabhtitagama
vuddhim virtilhim vepullam apajjanti, sabbe te
pathavim nissaya pathaviyam patitthaya vuddhim

“Give me an analogy!”

““Just as, great King, whatever growth, increase and
development seeds and plants undergo, all undergo
such growth, increase and development based on
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viriilhim vepullam apajjanti.

Evameva kho, maharaja, yogavacaro silam
nissaya sile patitthaya paficindriyani bhaveti
saddhindriyam viriyindriyam satindriyam
samadhindriyam pafifiindriyan’’ti.

the soil, depending on the soil.

In the same way, great king, a spiritual practitioner,
O King, on the base of sila, established in sila and
well founded in sila develops the five mental
strengths: the strength of faith, the strength of
effort, the strength of awareness, the strength of
concentration and the strength of wisdom, to him
all these wholesome qualities will not decrease!”

““‘Bhiyyo opammam karoht’’ti.

‘““Yatha, maharaja, ye keci balakaraniya
kammanta kayiranti, sabbe te pathavim nissaya
pathaviyam patitthaya kayiranti.

Evameva kho, maharaja, yogavacaro silam
nissaya sile patitthaya paficindriyani bhaveti
saddhindriyam viriyindriyam satindriyam
samadhindriyam pafifiindriyan’’ti.

“Give me another analogy!”

““Just as, great King, those doing physical work
using their physical strength depend on the earth,
and can work only in dependence on the earth.

In the same way, O King, a spiritual practitioner on
the base of sila, established in sila and well founded
in sila develops the five mental strengths: the
strength of faith, the strength of effort, the strength
of awareness, the strength of concentration and the
strength of wisdom, to him all these wholesome
qualities will not decrease!”

““‘Bhiyyo opammam karoht’’ti.

‘““Yatha, maharaja, nagaravaddhaki nagaram
mapetukamo pathamam nagaratthanam
sodhapetva khanukantakam apakaddhapetva
bhiimim samam karapetva tato aparabhage vithi-
catukka-singhatakadi-paricchedena vibhajitva
nagaram mapeti.

Evameva kho, maharaja, yogavacaro silam
nissaya sile patitthaya paficindriyani bhaveti
saddhindriyam viriyindriyam satindriyam
samadhindriyam pafifiindriya’ nti.

“Give me another analogy!”

“Just as a planner of a town, desirous of building it,
first clears the site, removes tree-stumps and
obstacles, levels the ground and only later on
determines on streets, squares, crossroads and so
forth and in this way builds the town,

in the same way, O King a spiritual practitioner on
the base of sila, established in sila and well founded
in sila develops the five mental strengths: the
strength of faith, the strength of effort, the strength
of awareness, the strength of concentration and the
strength of wisdom, to him all these wholesome
qualities will not decrease!”
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