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Exploring the ancient path in the Buddha’'s
own words -- Lesson 3.4.7

Tiracchanakathasuttam

“Ma, bhikkhave, anekavihitam tiracchanakatham ' katheyyatha, seyyathidam—
rajakatham corakatham mahamattakatham senakatham, bhayakatham yuddhakatham,
annakatham panakatham vatthakatham sayanakatham malakatham gandhakatham,
natikatham yanakatham gamakatham nigamakatham nagarakatham janapadakatham
itthikatham strakatham visikhakatham kumbhatthanakatham 2 , pubbapetakatham
nanattakatham, lokakkhayikam samuddakkhayikam itibhavabhavakatham iti va.

Tam kissa hetu? Nesa, bhikkhave, katha atthasamhita nadibrahmacariyaka na
nibbidaya na viragaya na nirodhaya na upasamaya na abhififdya na sambodhaya na
nibbanaya samvattati.

Kathenta ca kho tumhe, bhikkhave, ‘idam dukkhan’ti katheyyatha, ‘ayam
dukkhasamudayo’ti  katheyyatha, ‘ayam dukkhanirodho’ti katheyyatha, ‘ayam
dukkhanirodhagamini patipada’ti katheyyatha. Tam kissa hetu? Esa, bhikkhave, katha
atthasamhita, esd adibrahmacariyaka, esa nibbidaya viragaya nirodhaya upasamaya
abhinfiaya sambodhaya nibbanaya samvattati. Tasmatiha, bhikkhave, ‘idam dukkhan’ti

yogo karaniyo ...pe... ‘ayam dukkhanirodhagamini patipada’ti yogo karantyo™ti.”

Samyuttanikayo, Mahavaggo, Saccasamyuttam, Samadhivaggo

*kk
anekavihitam aneka + vihita not one + arranged: diverse
kumbhatthanakatham kumbha + tthana +katham waterpot + place + speech,
nanattakatham nana + atta + katham gossip, desultory talk
lokakkhayikam loka + akkhayika world + narration

" tiracchanakatha—Iit.: talk not upright, the commentary explains this as'horizontal talk: talk which,
because it does not lead to emancipation and runs horizontal compared to the upward leading paths towards
heaven and liberation
2 visikhakatham; kumbhatthanakatham— gossip at the street corner and at the well’. Both describe low talk
because they refer to the places where people were exchanging news when meeting and while filling up
their waterpots.
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