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Lesson 3.4.3
Vacasuttam
What are the Characteristics of Blameless Speech?
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Vacasuttam

What are the Characteristics
of Blameless Speech?

“Paficahi, bhikkhave, angehi samannagata vaca
subhasita hoti, no dubbhasita, anavajja ca
ananuvajja ca vifiiinam.

“Speech, O’ Bhikkhus, that is well spoken and
not badly spoken, that is faultless and not
blameworthy to the wise, should be endowed
with five characteristics.

Katamehi paficahi?

What are the five?

Kalena ca bhasita hoti,
sacca ca bhasita hoti,

sanha ca bhasita hoti,
atthasamhita ca bhasita hoti,
mettacittena ca bhasita hoti.

It should be spoken at the proper time,

it should be spoken truthfully,

it should be spoken gently,

it should be connected with advantage

and should be spoken with a mind full of metta.

Imehi kho, bhikkhave, paficahi angehi
samannagata vaca subhasita hoti, no dubbhasita,
anavajja ca ananuvajja ca vififitinanti.

These, O’ Bhikkhus, are the five characteristics
that speech should be endowed with if well-

spoken and not badly spoken, that is faultless and
not blameworthy to the wise.”
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3.4.3 Vācāsuttaṃ
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