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Exploring the Ancient Path in the Buddha’s Own Words

Lesson 3.1.7
Janussonibrahmanasuttam
The maggayana, the vehicle of the path is produced from within
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Janussonibrahmanasuttam

The maggayana, the vehicle of the path
is produced from within

Savatthinidanam.

This was explained at Savatthi.

Atha kho ayasma anando pubbanhasamayam
nivasetva pattacivaramadaya savatthim pindaya
pavisi.

There the Venerable Ananda, after having
dressed himself in the morning with the upper
robe, took his bowl and went to Savatthi for
alms.

Addasa kho ayasma anando janussonim
brahmanam sabbasetena valavabhirathena
savatthiya niyyayantam. Seta sudam assa,

There the Venerable Ananda saw the Brahmin
Janussoni leaving Savatthi in an all-white
chariot drawn by excellent white mares.

yutta honti setalankara, seto ratho, setaparivaro,
seta rasmiyo, seta patodalatthi.

The horses yoked to it were white, with white
decorations, white was his carriage, his retinue,
his bridles and also his goad stick, all was in
white.

Setam chattam, setam unhisam, setani vatthani,
seta upahana, setaya sudam valabijaniya bijiyati.

He had a white umbrella, a white turban and
also his clothes were all white, he wore white
sandals and he was getting fanned with an
excellent white cowry-made fan.

Tamenam jano disva evamaha — ‘‘brahmam vata,
bho, yanam!

People who encountered this sight shouted:
“What a truly Brahma-like vehicle!

Brahmayanartipam vata, bho’’ti!!

It truly has the appearance of the chariot of
Brahma!”

Atha kho ayasma anando savatthiyam pindaya
caritva pacchabhattam pindapatapatikkanto yena
bhagava tenupasankami.

Then the Venerable Ananda having finished his
alms round at Savatthi, took his meal and on
returning from his alms round approached the
Bhagava.

upasankamitva bhagavantam abhivadetva

Having approached the Bhagava he greeted him
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ekamantam nisidi.

and sat down to one side.

Ekamantam nisinno kho ayasma anando
bhagavantam etadavoca :

Having sat down at one side the Venerable
Ananda addressed the Bhagava thus:

“‘Idhaham, bhante, pubbanhasamayam nivasetva
pattacivaramadaya savatthim pindaya pavisim.

“Today, Bhante after having dressed myself in
the morning with the upper robe, | took my
bowl and went to Savatthi for alms.

Addasam khvaham, bhante, janussonim
brahmanam sabbasetena valavabhirathena
savatthiya niyyayantam. Seta sudam assa

There | saw the Brahmin Janussoni leaving
Savatthi in an all-white chariot drawn by
excellent white mares.

yutta honti setalankara, seto ratho, setaparivaro,
seta rasmiyo, seta patodalatthi,

The horses yoked to it were white, with white
decorations, white was his carriage, his retinue,
his bridles and also his god stick, all was in
white,

setam chattam, setam unhisam, setani vatthani,
seta upahana, setaya sudam valabijaniya bijiyati.

He had a white umbrella, a white turban and
also his clothes were all white, he wore white
sandals and he was getting fanned with an
excellent white cowry-made fan.

Tamenam jano disva evamaha :

People who encountered this sight shouted:

‘brahmam vata, bho, yanam! Brahmayanartipam
vata, bho’ti!!

‘What a truly Brahma-like vehicle! It truly has
the appearance of the chariot of Brahma!’

Sakka nu kho, bhante, imasmim dhammavinaye
brahmayanam pafifapetu’’nti?

Is it possible, O’ Bhante, to point out a Brahma-
like vehicle in this Dhamma and Vinaya?”

““Sakka, ananda’’ti bhagava avoca :

“It is possible, O> Ananda,” The Bhagava
replied:

“‘Imasseva kho etam, ananda, ariyassa
atthangikassa maggassa adhivacanam —
‘brahmayanam’ itipi, ‘dhammayanam’ itipi,
‘anuttaro sangamavijayo’ itipT ti.

A ‘Brahma-like vehicle’ is nothing but an
appellation for the Noble Eightfold Path,
likewise: ‘Dhamma-vehicle’ and the
‘incomparable victory in battle’.

‘“‘Sammaditthi, ananda, bhavita bahulikata
ragavinayapariyosana hoti, dosavinayapariyosana
hoti, mohavinayapariyosana hoti.

Right view, O Ananda, when developed and
cultivated terminates in driving away greed,
terminates in driving away ill will and
terminates in driving away delusion;

Sammasankappo, ananda, bhavito bahulikato
ragavinayapariyosano hoti, dosavinayapariyosano
hoti, mohavinayapariyosano hoti.

right thought, O Ananda,when developed and
cultivated terminates in driving away greed,
terminates in driving away ill will and
terminates in driving away delusion;

Sammavaca, ananda, bhavita bahulikata
ragavinayapariyosana hoti, dosa...pe...

right action, O’ Ananda, when developed and
cultivated terminates in driving away greed,
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mohavinayapariyosana hoti. Sammakammanto,
ananda, bhavito bahulikato ragavinayapariyosano
hoti, dosa... mohavinayapariyosano hoti.

terminates in driving away ill will and
terminates in driving away delusion;

Sammaajivo, ananda bhavito bahulikato
ragavinayapariyosano hoti, dosa...
mohavinayapariyosano hoti.

right livelihood, O’ Ananda,when developed
and cultivated terminates in driving away greed,
terminates in driving away ill will and
terminates in driving away delusion;

Sammavayamo, ananda, bhavito bahulikato
ragavinayapariyosano hoti, dosa...
mohavinayapariyosano hoti.

right effort, O’ Ananda ,when developed and
cultivated terminates in driving away greed,
terminates in driving away ill will and
terminates in driving away delusion;

Sammasati, ananda, bhavita bahulikata
ragavinayapariyosana hoti, dosa...
mohavinayapariyosana hoti.

right awareness, O’ Ananda, when developed
and cultivated terminates in driving away greed,
terminates in driving away ill will and
terminates in driving away delusion and

Sammasamadhi, ananda, bhavito bahulikato
ragavinayapariyosano hoti, dosa...
mohavinayapariyosano hoti.

right concentration, O’ Ananda, when
developed and cultivated terminates in driving
away greed, terminates in driving away ill will
and terminates in driving away delusion.

“‘Imina kho etam, ananda, pariyayena
veditabbam yatha imassevetam ariyassa
atthangikassa maggassa adhivacanam —
‘brahmayanam’ itipi, ‘dhammayanam’ itipi,
‘anuttaro sangamavijayo’ itipT ti.

In this way, O’ Ananda, it could be understood
how ‘Brahma-like vehicle’; likewise: ‘Dhamma-
vehicle’ and the ‘incomparable victory in battle’
are appellations for the Noble Eightfold Path.”

Idamavoca bhagava.

Thus spoke the Bhagava.

Idam vatvana sugato athaparam etadavoca sattha

Having spoken thus the Wellgone One added
further. The teacher spoke thus:

“Yassa saddha ca paniid ca, dhamma yutta sadd
dhuram,

“Being always yoked to faith, wisdom and
Dhamma,

Hiri isa mano yottam, sati arakkhasarathi.

With shame as the pole, mind as tie and
mindfulness the cautious charioteer.

Ratho silaparikkharo, jhanakkho cakkaviriyo,

With sila being the embellishment of the chariot,
its axle, jhana and effort its wheel,

Upekkha dhurasamddhi, aniccha parivaranam.

With equanimity yoked to concentration and
desirelesness its retinue.
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Abyapado avihimsa, viveko yassa avudham,

Nonhatred, peacefulness and seclusion are the
weapons:

Titikkhda cammasanndho , yogakkhemaya vattati.

Patience the protecting armour - thus rolling
towards security from bondage

Etadattani sambhiitam, brahmayanam
anuttaram.

That incomparable Brahma-like vehicle is
produced from within.

Niyyanti dhira lokamhd, anniadatthu jayam
jaya’’nti.

Leading the wise away from the world, truly
ever victorious.”

This PDF is part of an online Pali course program offered free of charge by Pariyatti. To join a course please visit

http://learning.pariyatti.org. Copyright

Pariyatti - www.pariyatti.org




