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Cintisuttam

The Characteristics of Foolish
and of Wise People

“Ttnimani, bhikkhave, balassa balalakkhanani
balanimittani balapadanani.

There are, O'Bhikkhus, three marks, three signs
and three characteristics of a foolish person.

Katamani tini? Idha, bhikkhave,
baloduccintitacintT ca hoti dubbhasitabhasi ca
dukkatakammakarf ca.

Which three? Such a fool, O'Bhikkhus, thinks
thoughts, speaks words and performs actions
that are wrong.

No cedam, bhikkhave, balo duccintitacintI ca
abhavissa dubbhasitabhasi ca dukkatakammakari
ca, kena nam pandita janeyyum:

Were it not so, O'Bhikkhus, that a foolish person
thinks thoughts, speaks words and performs
actions that are wrong, how would wise person
be able to know:

Balo ayam bhavam asappuriso’ti?
Yasma ca kho, bhikkhave, balo duccintitacinti ca
hoti dubbhasitabhasi ca dukkatakammakarT ca,

This is a foolish person, an unworthy person?
But because, O'Bhikkhus, a foolish person
thinks thoughts, speaks words and performs
actions that are wrong,

tasma nam pandita jananti— ‘balo ayam bhavam
asappuriso’ti.

therefor wise person know: ‘this is a foolish
person, an unworthy person!’

Imani kho, bhikkhave, tini balassa
balalakkhanani balanimittani balapadanani.

These are, O'Bhikkhus, the three marks, three
signs and three characteristics of a foolish
person.

Tinimani, bhikkhave, panditassa
panditalakkhanani panditanimittani
panditapadanani.

There are, O'Bhikkhus, three marks, three signs
and three characteristics of a wise person.

Katamani tmi? Idha, bhikkhave, pandito
sucintitacinti ca hoti subhasitabhasT ca
sukatakammakarf ca.

Which three? Such a wise person, O'Bhikkhus,
thinks thoughts, speaks words and performs
actions that are right.
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No cedam, bhikkhave, pandito sucintitacintl ca
abhavissa subhasitabhasT ca sukatakammakarT ca,
kena nam pandita janeyyum:

Were it not so, O'Bhikkhus that wise person
thinks thoughts, speaks words and performs
actions that are right, how would a wise person
be able to know:

‘pandito ayam bhavam sappuriso’ti? Yasma ca
kho, bhikkhave, pandito sucintitacintT ca hoti
subhasitabhasT ca sukatakammakarT ca tasma
nam pandita  jananti:

“This is a wise person, a worthy person’? But
because, O'Bhikkhus, a wise person thinks
thoughts, speaks words and performs actions
that are right, therefor wise person know:

‘pandito ayam bhavam sappuriso’ti.

this is a wise person, a worthy person!

Imani kho, bhikkhave, tini panditassa
panditalakkhanani panditanimittani
panditapadanani.

These are, O'Bhikkhus, the three marks, three
signs and three characteristics of a wise person.

Tasmatiha, bhikkhave, ‘idam dukkhan’ti yogo
karaniyo ‘ayam dukkhasamudayo’ti yogo
karaniyo, ‘ayam dukkhanirodho’ti yogo
karaniyo, ‘ayam

dukkhanirodhagaminT patipada’ti yogo
karantyo™ti.

Therefore make it your practice, Bhikkhus......
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