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Exploring the ancient path in the Buddha’s own
words -- Lesson 1.3.3

Parangamasuttam

Savatthinidanam'. “Atthime, bhikkhave, dhamma bhavita bahulikata apara param
gamanaya samvattanti. Katame attha? Seyyathidam— sammaditthi ...pe...
sammasamadhi. Ime kho, bhikkhave, attha dhamma bhavita bahulikata apara param
gamanaya samvattanti’ti.

Idamavoca bhagava. Idam vatvana sugato athaparam etadavoca sattha—

“Appaka te manussesu, ye jana paragamino;
..pe...

khinasava jutimanto, te loke parinibbuta™ti.

Samyuttanikayo, Mahavaggo, Maggasamyuttam, Patipattivaggo

*kk
apara a + para +a(pl) not beyond
athaparam atha + a + param then + further
bahulikata bahuli+ kata(pp.) made full, made much of
bhavita bhaveti + pp developed, cultured
gamanaya manner of going
idam thus
idamavoca idam+ avoca he spoke thus
param beyond, across, over
samvattantt sam + vattanti they lead, involve
vatvana vacati (abs) having spoken

! The abbreviation: ‘savatthinidanam’ stands for the longer phrase: ‘Ekam samayam bhagava

savattiyam viharati jetavane anathapindikassa arame’—‘At a certain time the Bhagava was dwelling at
Jeta’s Grove in Anathapindika’s Park near Savatti’. The word: ‘nidana’ means literally: ‘tying down to,
ground, foundation’ and is used in the accusative to denote the reason for something. Here it means the
background and the circumstances that resulted in the delivering of this discourses of the Buddha in Savatti.
The commentary expresses introductory explanatory notes also with the term:‘nidanam. Savatti was the
main city in the Kasi-Kosala country and had derived its appellation from a sage by the name of Savatta.
The commentary also explaines that, because for merchants there was everything available: sabbam atthi—
and as well everyone else could get whatever one desired: sabba atthi—hence the name became
established.
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